Governor Patrick Signs Legislation to Provide Bilingual Ballots in Boston by Massachusetts. Governor.
State Offices & Courts State A-Z Topics State Forms
Skip to main content English   
Translation Disabled
Main Menu Go
DEVAL PATRICK
GOVERNOR
Media Contact
Heather Nichols
Rachael Neff 
Juli Hanscom 
617-725-4025
For Immediate Release - July 15, 2014
GOVERNOR PATRICK SIGNS LEGISLATION TO
PROVIDE BILINGUAL BALLOTS IN BOSTON

Home   Press Office   Press Releases
Governor Signs Bill  Making Bilingual Ballots Available
Governor
Deval Patrick
The Official Website of the Governor of Massachusetts
in Governor's Office
 

Governor Patrick signs a bill at the Metropolitan in Chinatown describing legislation
for a bilingual ballot.(Photo: Eric Haynes / Governor's Office)
BOSTON – Tuesday, July 15, 2014 – Governor Deval Patrick today signed  H. 4089,
“An Act Relative to the Preparation of Certain Bilingual Ballots in the City of Boston,”
which requires the Secretary of State to prepare certain bilingual ballots for federal
and state elections. The bill also requires the Board of Election Commissioners of the
City of Boston (the Board) to prepare bilingual ballots in all City elections. The
Secretary and the Board will prepare ballots in English and Chinese and English and
Vietnamese, in addition to any other bilingual ballots required by law. 
“Protecting the voting rights of our residents is the essence of good government,”
said Governor Patrick. “This legislation will help more residents in Massachusetts
make their voices heard on Election Day.”
Chinese and Vietnamese bilingual ballots must be provided in each polling place in
Boston where more than 5 percent of the voting age in the precinct are members of
that language minority and are limited-English proficient , as determined by the
Board. The Board will use federal census data and City records, among other data, to
determine which precincts will receive a Chinese or Vietnamese bilingual ballot.  
This legislation also provides for transliteration, the translation of relevant Chinese
characters to represent the phonetic equivalent of the syllables of an English name
or a name in a language that is not traditionally written using Chinese characters, of
candidates’ names.  Each candidate will be given a copy of the proposed
transliteration and have seven days to review and provide written notice of any
modifications of the transliteration, or a decision not to have their name
transliterated. 
The legislation was filed as a home rule petition by Representative Aaron Michlewitz
on behalf of the City of Boston. 
"Securing bilingual ballots is a great victory for this community, and a great victory
for civic engagement in Boston," said Boston Mayor Walsh. "By fighting for this
access and by voting this fall, Americans of Chinese and Vietnamese origin prove that
diversity and democracy go hand in hand."
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